DUT OF THE 


ASCREAM in “Singing Marine” 
as a Chinese hill-billy music-maker! 


A-HOWL in “Perfect Specimen” as. | 
a mad poet going from bed to versel 


A RIOT in “Marry The Gil” as an 
eccentric comic section publisher! 


HUGH HERBERT 
ALLEN JENKINS - MARCIA RALSTON 


Screen Play by George Bricker - Adapted From a 
Play by Ralph Spence - Play by Ralph Murphy and 
Donald Gallaher - A First National Picture 
| Presented by WARNER BROS. «_. 


“Herbert Shines In His Familiar Characterization 
—In This Mad Combination Of Laughs’ — «>. omy 


(Advance ) 


Herbert’s Plan Of Life 
As Clever As His Acting 


Worry is all right for prunes, 
because it’s their business to de- 
velop wrinkles, but not for Hugh 
Herbert, the movie comedian. 
Hughie has not only discovered 
the secret of truly living—he has 
made living an art. He flatly re- 
fuses to worry about anything, for 
the wrinkles come fast enough 
without encouragement, he says. 

Take the matter of studying 
lines. There is no burning of mid- 
night oil for the purpose of learn- 
ing the business of tomorrow’s 
scenes. He never looks at a script 
until he goes on the set. 

And then, as it happened day 
after day during the filming of 
“Sh! The Octopus,’ his latest 
Warner Bros. comedy, which 
comes to the Strand next week, 
he doesn’t look at it. Instead he 
has somebody read the lines while 
he listens intently. 

Then he goes on the set and ad 
libs his lines, which are always an 
improvement on those in the 
script. He is Hollywood’s cham- 
pion ad libber. His comedy is 
always sure-fire; everything he 
does or says on the screen is good 
for a laugh. 

He has been both a director and 
writer, but he prefers acting to 
the other vocations because acting 
never gives him an opportunity to 


—_—_—_—o_~a>-rrrrreeSe—se ee 


Hugh Herbert, currently star- 
ring in “Sh! The Octopus” for 
Warner Bros., was recently asked 
by a soldier of fortune to 
finance a group of fliers who 
wanted to see service in China 
or Japan. The men were agree- 
able to fighting on either side, 
their affiliation to depend on the 
inclination of Herbert’s sympa- 
thies. Hughie refused them 
very vigorously, as he is an 
ardent peace-lover. 


ne 


worry. Being a comedian and 
making people laugh is as easy as 
breathing, sleeping and eating for 
him. 

His plan for living is as effort- 
less as his acting. Very important 
in his scheme of things is his San 
Fernando Valley ranch. The house 
itself has been laid out according 
to his idea of what constitutes a 
home—and those fortunate enough 
to have been a guest there will 
rise up to declare he knows. 


A totem pole guards the front 
gate. Hugh found it in the barn 
when he bought the old ranch and 
considers it his good luck piece. 
Probably Hugh’s Great Dane, 
“Cougar,” will bound out to meet 
the visitor, who is impressed by 
the fact that the house has two 
porches—one on each end of the 
house. 


An interesting feature of the 
home is the glassed-in room in the 
center of which is a fountain and 
pool, where lilies bloom and gold- 
fish flicker through the water. 


Sooner or later the visitor is in 
the kitchen, drinking goat milk or 
beer, sampling cheese and listen- 
ing to Hugh’s stories, which there 
he tells best. And making friends 
with “Gertie,’ Mrs. Herbert's 
house dog, and with the coach 
dogs, Pudgy and Domi. 


Then there is the tour of the 
place, which is not to be missed. 
The inspection of the peach, plum, 
apricot and other fruit trees, the 
grape vines and other growing 
stuff. During the tour the various 
livestock will be seen, the goats, 
which will be greeted individually 
by name by Hugh; the turkeys, 
chickens, Forani, the calf, and a 
fine Jersey cow; and Winnie, the 


pig. Hugh is extremely proud of 
the fact that his pets, including 
even Herman, the rooster, respond 
when he calls them by name. 


In the evening Hugh sits in his 
comfortable library or living room 
reading—Dickens, Hugo, Dumas 
or the modern works of Somerset 
Maugham or Peter B. Kyne. 


Hugh is the ideal gentleman- 
farmer—going heavily on the gen- 
tleman and confining the farming 
part to the joy of watching things 
grow, making pets of animals and 
letting somebody else that knows 
how do the work. 


(Opening Day) 


HUGH HERBERT AND 
ALLEN JENKINS IN 
NEW STRAND FILM 


Those two expert portrayers of 
screen dumbness, Hugh Herbert 
and Allen Jenkins, will be seen on 
the screen at the Strand Theatre 
today in what is described as the 
goofiest mystery-farce they have 
ever attempted—the Warner Bros. 
production called “Sh! The Octo- 
pus.” 

The city to whose detective de- 
partment they are attached is in 
the clutches of an “Octopus of 
Crime.” It is up to Hughie and 
Al to find and destroy this crea- 
ture. Its lair is found to be an 
abandoned lighthouse _ several 
miles out at sea. 


Here, to their amazement, the 
stupid detectives find a real octo- 
pus, which has a nasty habit of 
thrusting a tentacle through a 
crevice in the wall and entwining 
it about one or the other of the 
dicks. 

Occasionally a corpse is found. 
More frequently there are screams 
of women, crashes of thunder, 
blinding flashes of lightning. Yet 
between all these nerve-chilling 
scenes the unbelievably dumb 
maneuvers of Herbert and Jen- 
kins bring bursts of laughter. 


The picture was directed by 
William McGann, who made the 
recent successes, “Penrod and 
Sam” and “Alcatraz Island,” from 
a screen play devised by George 
Bricker and based upon the suc- 
cessful stage production by Ralph 
Murphy and Donald Gallaher. 


Feminine interest in the show is 
carried along by Marcia Ralston, 
a lovely brunette newcomer to the 
screen who made her debut recently 
in the sensational comedy success, 
“Call It a Day,” Margaret Irving 
and Elspeth Dudgeon. 
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IT’S A CRIME WAVE—John Eldredge protects Marcia Ralston from 
unseen dangers in that daffiest of all mysteries “Sh! The Octopus,” 
starring Hugh Herbert and coming to the Strand Theatre on Friday. 


Marcia Ralston A Rebel 
Against The Commonplace 


Being a rebel is a virtue, not a 
vice, declares pretty Marcia Ral- 
ston of the movies. “By ‘rebel’ I 
mean the person who rebels 
against being cast by life in a 
role for which he has no liking,” 
says the talented Warner Bros. 
player, who is currently featured 
in “Sh! The Octopus,’ now show- 
ing at the Strand Theatre. 

“T mean the person who has the 
courage to rebel against the com- 
monplace, who carves his own 
destiny when it seems fate is con- 
spiring against him. 

“Nobody likes the grouser—the 
person who is constantly down on 
his luck and telling the world 
about it. The world loves those 
who have ambition and do some- 
thing about it. If a girl wants to 
be a movie actress badly enough, 
she will be one, no matter how 
difficult and remote the attain- 
ment of that ambition may seem. 
Assuming, of course, that the sin- 
cerity of her ambition is inspired 
by talent.” 

Marcia is somewhat of a rebel 
herself. She rebelled against the 
dictum of Thespian parents who 
did not want her to be an actress. 

“I was proud of my parents,” 
Marcia explains simply, “and 
could see no reason why, if acting 
was good enough for them, it was 
not good enough for me. The de- 


sire to act was in my blood; they 
had no reason to think I would be 
immune.” 

And so when she was 15 and 
her parents, John Ralston, musical 
comedy star, and Mrs. Ralston, a 
dancer, were touring the Orient, 
Marcia ran away from a convent 
in Australia and became a chorus 
girl. She had the courage to rebel 
against a life that had _ been 
mapped out for her. 

Marcia was born at Sydney, 
Australia, September 19, 1909. 
Her education was completed 
when she took French leave from 
the convent and joined the chorus 
of a J. L. Williamson production. 
Soon she became understudy to 
the leading woman and in a brief 
time had become a star herself in 
musical comedy. 

Then Phil Harris, with his pop- 
ular dance band, toured Australia. 
Phil and Marcia met, fell in love, 
were married and Marcia came to 
the United States with him. She 
retired from the stage and it was 
not until several years later that 
she resumed her professional life 
by becoming a featured dancer 
with her husband’s band. 

While she danced with the or- 
chestra she was seen by Warner 
Bros.’ scout, offered a screen test 
and given a contract, making her 
film debut in “Call It a Day.” 
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(Lead Story) 


MYSTERY AND FUN 
IN FARCE COMING 
TO STRAND FRIDAY 


Every once in a while some 
makers of movies throw away all 
the elements of common sense, dig- 
nity, reasonableness and decorum, 
and turn out a picture which is 
the world’s daffiest comedy. 

Just exactly that occasion came 
along when the Warner Bros. de- 
cided they would make “Sh! The 
Octopus” and put Hugh Herbert 
and Allen Jenkins into the leading 
roles. The result is a mystery- 
farce without any sense whatever, 
which opens Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. No sense, but a great 
deal of fun, according to the pre- 
viewers. 

Hugh and Allen are a detective 
team—and the world’s very dumb- 
est. In their radio car they hear 
an alarm that all policemen are 
called upon to seek the capture of 
an “Octopus of Crime” which has 
the city in its grip. 

The trail leads to an abandoned 
lighthouse three miles offshore. A 
real octopus turns up. Every once 
in a while, a tentacle snakes out 
of a crevice in the wall and wraps 
itself around one or the other of 
the dumb dicks. There are roars 
of thunder and bursts of light- 
ning. There are screams of women. 
Occasionally, a corpse is found. 

In the ending Hughie and Allen 
find out what it is about—but it 
would be unfair to audiences at 
the Strand Theatre to reveal the 
solution of the mystery. 

William McGann, whose most 
recent successes were “Penrod and 
Sam,” and “Aleatraz Island,” di- 
rected “Sh! The Octopus” from a 
screen play by George Bricker, 
based upon a successful Broadway 
stage production by Ralph Mur- 
phy and Donald Gallaher. 

Feminine interest in this current 
mystery-farce is carried by Marcia 
Ralston, Margaret Irving. and 
Elspeth Dudgeon. The show will 
amuse and interest all hands. 


Wears Films on Arm 


Phil Harris, orchestra leader 
husband of Marcia Ralstdn, has 
ordered a solid gold link for his 
wife’s unusual bracelet. The 
bracelet is made of silver links 
shaped like motion picture film. 
Each link bears the title of a pic- 
ture she has made and the gold 
link will represent Marcia’s best 
role—which Phil is convinced she 
has in “Sh! The Octopus,” Warner 
Bros.’ new mystery screamer, now 
showing at the Strand Theatre. 


Won Beauty Prize 


Margaret Irving, currently in 
Warner Bros.’ mystery-farce, “Sh! 
The Octopus,” now playing at the 
Strand Theatre, won a_ world- 
wide beauty contest conducted by 
international newspapers in 1919. 
Though she was only 14, she won 
in competition with 500,000 en- 
tries, who submitted more than 
four tons of photographs. 


Sang With Husband 


Marcia Ralston, currently fea- 
tured in “Sh! The Octopus,” mar- 
ried Orchestra Leader Phil Harris 
when he was on tour in her native 
Australia and retired from pro- 
fessional work for several years. 
Then she accepted an offer to sing 
with his orchestra, was seen by 
talent scouts and signed to a War- 


ner Bros. cuntract. She will be 
seen as leading lady in “Sh! The 
Octopus” which comes to the 


Strand Theatre next Friday. 
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“Herbert And Jenkins Keep The Audience 
On The Edges Of Their Seats Throughout — DAILY VARIETY 


(Advance) 


Movie Set Ages 100 Years 
In Less Than Two Hours 


By ArrHour JANiscH 


It was a simple appearing affair. 
Resembled, in a way, a home-made 
electric hair dryer. But its very 
simplicity was a tribute to the in- 
genuity, the resourcefulness and 
efficiency of the motion picture 
technical expert. 

We stood and watched the prop 
man use it. Saw him stand in- 
tently before a closed door, hold- 
ing the curious contrivance as its 


Three dozen bats were im- 
ported by Warner Bros. studio 
recently for use in “Sh! The 
Octopus,” the mystery farce 
featuring Hugh Herbert, Allen 
Jenkins, Marcia Ralston and 
John Eldredge. They were 
brought from South America 
because of their enormous size 
and unusually ferocious, eerie 
appearance. The flying mam- 
mals were turned loose in a 
huge lighthouse set used in the 
picture. Although the bats are 
perfectly harmless, they caused 
the feminine members of the 
cast several moments of uneasi- 
ness. They’d all heard the old 
tale about bats getting into your 
hair and pulling it out by the 
roots. So, to set everyone’s mind 
at rest, two men were hired to 
act as custodians of the bats. 
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electric motor whirred. Saw him 
jiggle it, move it in parabolas and 
aim it head on—and saw a maze 
of cobwebs enshroud the door. 
They are made of rubber cement. 

Then the finishing touches— 
(Fuller’s earth powdered on with 
a small hand bellows)—and the 
aging of a set for Warner Bros.’ 
new mystery screamer, “Sh! The 
Octopus,” featuring Hugh Herbert 
and Allen Jenkins, was completed. 
The picture comes to the Strand 
Theatre next week. 

Sinister deeds of darkness are 
to take place in this old light- 
house, unused for more than a 
score of years. Fifty feet high it 
towers, its massive heams, age 
worn and festooned with cobwebs, 
and a steady trickle of water 
seeping through from lashing seas. 

From the lofty peak feet first 
hangs a body and around it circle 
bats, grim harbingers of dastardly 
crime.” In the larger base below 
is a rickety table and chairs, cov- 
ered with dust (more Fuller’s 
earth!). Around the walls hang 
lengths of great hawsers, ship’s 
wheels and the usual odds and 
ends discarded by men of the sea. 


The following photos reg- 
ister the facial contortions 
of a great author in the 
throes of creation. Hugh 
Herbert, first funny man 
of filmdom appearing in 
the world’s daffiest mur- 
der mystery, “Sh! The 
Octopus,’ at the Strand, 
shows you what sometimes 
happens to an idea after 
its first encounter with 
the human brain. 


(Art and type in this strip available 
in one mat from Campaign Plan Editor— 
Mat Oct 401-B—60c). 
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On the table are a telescope and 
long-unused sextant. 


Adjoining this large room are 
other rooms; the living rooms of 
uncounted lighthouse keepers now 
passed into the limbo of the for- 
gotten. Furnishings that would 
delight collectors of antiques, and 
more dust and cobwebs. 


Strange indeed are the adven- 
tures possible in this fascinating 
old place. Sliding panels and 
secret doors through which the 
octopus extends its tentacles to 
caress with gruesome affection the 
unwary. Secret stairways and a 
trapdoor in the floor, with stone 
steps leading to the underground 
passages in which lives the octo- 
pus. 

“My life is complete,” says 
Hugh Herbert with a flutter of 
his hands. “I’ve worked with alli- 
gators, lions, tigers, bears, goats— 
and I thought my experience was 
complete, but it wasn’t until this 
picture, when I was cast with an 
octopus. Woo—woo!” 

Curious happenings, here. A 
flashlight, flattened thin and bent 
in grotesque angles by the octopus, 
still works when Herbert uses it. 
Prop men continually throw 
buckets of water over Herbert, 
Jenkins, Marcia Ralston and John 
Eldredge, and spray their faces 
with water, for they have just 
come in from a terrific storm. 
Their clothing dries rapidly under 
the heat of the light and must be 
re-wet at frequent intervals. 


Not the least interesting of these 
fascinating sets are the caves and 
tunnels below the lighthouse. The 
lighthouse, according to the story, 
is three miles off-shore, and the 
caves are practical and the water 
deep and cold. Herbert wears 
three suits of underwear—cotton, 
silk and wool—at once when he 
dons a diving suit to go into the 
water in search of the octopus. He 
comes up minus the octopus but 
with his suit full of water and 
fish ! 

Director William McGann, 
happy over the acclaim his last 
picture, “Alcatraz Island,” has 
brought him, had a lot of fun 
filming this farce mystery and so 
did everybody else connected with 
the picture, with the possible ex- 
ception of that ol’ debbil octopus, 
who, although he plays the title 
role, absolutely refused to commit 
himself on the subject. 


EUREKA, ’VE GOT IT! 
thor Herbert has just felt the 
first warm glow of inspiration 
radiating from the roots of his 
thought center. He seems to have 
hit on an idea that is bound to 
rock literature to its foundations. 


Au- 
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MARCIA RALSTON — pretty 
brunette newcomer to the screen 
provides the romantic interest in 
the new mystery farce “Sh! The 
Octopus,” which is now showing 
at the Strand Theatre. 


WE'RE ALL WET 
ACTORS CONFESS 
AFTER SOAKING 


Probably the only actors in 
Hollywood who ever admitted they 
were “all wet” were those engaged 
in filming Warner Bros.’ new mys- 
tery farce, “Sh! The Octopus”! 
This is the picture that opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 

The action takes place in an 
abandoned lighthouse three miles 
off-shore, and Hugh Herbert, 
Allen Jenkins, John Eldredge, 
Marcia Ralston, Margaret Irving 
and others in the cast had to ap- 
pear thoroughly drenched as they 
came in out of a severe electrical 
storm. 

As fast as their clothing dried 
under the heat of the huge studio 
lamps, the prop man gave them 
another drenching—and about the 
only dry person on the set was 
Director William McGann. 

And even he had to watch his 
step for the prop man had a mis- 
chievous habit of leaving his spray 
gun, which shoots out a fine spray 
of water under pressure, lying 
around—a perfect set-up for the 
practical joker. And there’s at 
least one on every movie set. 

The feminine members of the 
cast wore rubber suits under their 
clothes. 


THIS WILL SLAY THEM thinks 
Author Herbert. He lays the 
background for his epic in the 
little town of Bedlam, Pa., by the 
banks of an old steel mill stream 
where lived the fair maid, An- 
thracite, daughter of a miner. 


(Current ) 


STRENUOUS ROLE 
FOR MR. JENKINS 


IN ‘THE OCTOPUS’ 


Allen Jenkins, the film come- 
dian, ate his meals standing up 
for several days recently because 
he had an accident that was so 
funny he had to repeat it innu- 
merable times for a picture. 

With Hugh Herbert, he was 
having all manner of weird adven- 
tures in an ancient, abandoned 
lighthouse for Warner Bros.’ new 
mystery screamer, “Sh! The Octo- 
pus,” now showing at the Strand 
Theatre. The comedians outdid 
themselves in their efforts to be 
known as the world’s two dumbest 
detectives. 

One day, after an encounter 
with the sinister forces that inhab- 
ited the lighthouse, Jenkins hur- 
ried into the main room of the 
structure to rejoin Herbert, John 
Eldredge and Marcia Ralston. 

As Jenkins, covered with cob- 
webs, dashed into the room, he ran 
into a heavy hawser looped over 
the entrance. Catching his chin in 
the hawser, his feet were lifted 
high in the air and he came down 
heavily on the floor. Only a per- 
son running through a back yard 
on a dark night and colliding with 
a clothesline has ever had a simi- 
lar experience, he says. 

While the action was entirely 
unpremeditated and unrehearsed, 
it was so funny that Director 
William McGann asked Jenkins to 
repeat it a dozen times for close- 
ups and angle shots. Hence his 
standing up for meals. 


HUGH’S PUPPIES 
IMITATE MASTER 


Hugh Herbert gave two six- 
weeks-old puppies to Marcia Ral- 
ston and Margaret Irving who are 
appearing with him in the Warner 
Bros. new mystery screamer, “Sh! 
The Octopus,” which opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. The 
puppies are half Great Dane and 
half Shepherd. 

But Miss Irving finally got both 
puppies because they were so de- 
voted to each other that it seemed 
unkind to separate them. She 
claims that the puppies have al- 
ready learned to sit up and that 
they wave their paws in a manner 
reminiscent of the expressive Her- 
bert hands. 


NOW TO FIND A PLOT: Au- 
thor Herbert feels that he can 
string this situation out into a full 
length novel beautifully litho- 
graphed in full color. Just give 
him a plot to play with and he'll 
go places, literally speaking. 
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WOO-WOO! WHO ARE YOU? 
Hugh Herbert is up to his neck 
in mystifying circumstances in his 
latest picture “Sh! The Octopus,” 
now showing at the Strand. 


RUBBER COBWEBS 
USED AS A GAG 
T0 WELCOME BOSS 


The movie property man finished 
spinning rubber-cement cobwebs 
for the Warner Bros. mystery- 
farce, “Sh! The Octopus,” which 
comes to the Strand Theatre next 
week. He began puffing dust on 
them to age them. Said he: 

“You know, in the movies cob- 
webs are not always used only for 
mystery pictures like this one. At 
another studio once the boys and 
I spun ’em all over desks and real 
live office workers in regular of- 
fices—the accounting department. 
Webs, and dust! When we got 
through those offices looked like a 
deserted wax works—for the book- 
keepers and such all pretended to 
be asleep or dead.” 

After a halt for suspense, the 
prop man continued, “No, it 
wasn’t for a movie. The big boss 
of the studio had been gone for 
months in Europe and this was a 
gag to welcome him back. He 
always looked at the accounting 
office, where the shekels were 
handled, first of all—and you 
you should have seen his face 
when he saw the dust, cobwebs 
and his hired help all asleep with 
their feet on their desks!” Hugh 


Herbert has the leading role in 
“Sh! The Octopus.” 


STUCKO is the word for Hugh 
Herbert at this stage of the game. 
His train of thought seems to have 
jumped the track. He looks the 
picture of creative dejection and 
his initial velocity has slowed to 
a scrawl. Dear me, poor Hugh! 


“Good Hokum Comedy... Of The Dizziest 
Nonsensical Variety ... Plenty of Laughs! \— te exusito 


(Current) 


HUGH HERBERT IS 
‘SEEN’ ON RADIO 
BY HIS PUBLIC 


There was a time when radio 
entertainment was purely a pleas- 
ure of the aural sense—when 
speaking was speaking and music 
was music, to be turned on or off 
as suited one’s inclination and 
mood. 

The movies and its fascinating 
folk have changed that. Credit the 


Champion spaghetti maker 
in Hollywood is not an Italian 
actor but Hugh Herbert, who 
is currently featured in War- 
ner Bros.’ “Sh! The Octopus.” 
The late Enrico Caruso, im- 
mortal tenor, gave Herbert the 
recipe, which he guards closely. 
Even his wife and most intimate 
friends do not know its secrets, 
but no one has ever been known 
to turn down a portion of the 
delicious food. It makes Sun- 
day night supper at the Her- 
berts one of Hollywood’s most 
cherished invitations. 


films with giving the radio another 
dimension—the illusion of sight, 
figuratively as real as television. 

When Hugh Herbert takes the 
air, no introduction is needed to 
know who it is. The magic of his 
personality leaps through the ether 
and Hughie, with his “woo-woo” 
and fluttering hands, becomes an 
actuality as though he _ were 
standing beside the radio receiv- 
ing set. No vivid imagination is 
required to visualize him; the per- 
sonality familiar to millons of 
move fans does that. 

The same holds true of Eddie 
Cantor, his banjo eyes, clapping 
hands and dancing feet when he 
sings; Dick Powell and his per- 
sonality in presenting songs; Jack 
Oakie, and numerous others. 

An interesting illustration oc- 
curred during the filming of War- 
ner Bros.’ mystery screamer, “Sh! 
The Octopus,” now at the Strand 
Theatre. Herbert had appeared as 
guest star on a national broadcast 
the previous night. 

“T saw you on the radio last 
night,” said Allen Jenkins. 
“Missed the announcement and 
your introduction, but I couldn’t 
help but know it was you. You 
were as real as you are standing 
here now!” 


Has Scotch Brooch 


Elspeth Dudgeon, character ac- 
tress in Warner Bros.’ “Sh! The 
Octopus,” wears a Scotch pebble 
brooch more than 150 years old. 
The pin is made of vari-colored 
pébbles found in the hills of Scot- 
land, cleverly cemented together 
“and highly polished. Scotchmen 
have used such pins for genera- 
tions to hold their plaids together. 
“Sh! The Octopus” is now show- 
ing at the Strand Theatre. 


Native Californian 


John Eldredge, who plays a fea- 
tured role in Warner Bros.’ farci- 
cal mystery, “Sh! The Octopus,” is 
a third generation native Califor- 
nian. His grandfather sailed 
*round the Horn in the gold rush 
days of *49 and John was born 
and raised in San Francisco. He 
is to be seen now at the Strand. 


Versatile Scotchman 


Hugh Herbert, star of the War- 
ner Bros. mystery-comedy, “Sh! 
The Octopus,” played Hebrew 
comics for 25 years in vaudeville. 
He is the only Scotchman to speak 
Yiddish so fluently as to convince 
listeners he was of that race. He 
is now to be seen on the screen at 
the Strand Theatre. 


(Review) 


‘Sh! The Octopus ’Starring Hugh Herbert 
Is a Side-Splitting Mystery at the Strand 


THE STORY: 


Dempsey (Allen Jenkins) and Kelly (Hugh 


Herbert), the world’s dumbest detectives, are lost in a police car 
somewhere on Long Island. Kelly is informed by radio that his wife 
is having a baby in a New York hospital and he begins to celebrate. 
They have a tire blowout. Dempsey fixes the tire while Kelly fin- 


ishes the bottle. 


Kelly reads, while he waits, of the appointment of Patrick 
Aloysius Clancy as police commissioner and that Clancy’s first an- 
nounced job will be to wipe out the giant Octopus of Crime that 


grips the metropolis. 


Dempsey gets into the car and they hear a general broadcast to 
all police, harbor patrol and revenue cutters announcing that the 
crew of the schooner “Tessie,” picked up adrift off Sailor’s Light, 
are believed to be the victims of the Octopus. Also that a mysterious 
submarine was seen in the vicinity, and that $50,000 is being offered 


for capture of the Octopus. 


A scream is heard. A girl faints in their arms. She comes to, 
says she is Vesta Vernoff (Marcia Ralston), and that her stepfather 
has been murdered in the old lighthouse, three miles from shore. 
Legend has it, she says, that the Octopus lives underneath the light- 


house. 


Before Dempsey, Kelly and Vesta arrive at the lighthouse, four 
sinister persons, searching for a paper, leave, and Paul Morgan 
(John Eldredge), an artist who has rented the lighthouse, and Mr. 


Cobb (Brandon Tynan) arrive. 


Capt. Hook (George Rosener), a 


caretaker for the government and a sinister character, also arrives. 
He uses a hook in place of a missing hand and is driven to murder- 
ous frenzy when he hears a clock tick. The suspense builds as Hook 
warns Morgan of the Octopus and other dangers. 


Mystery and thrills follow in breathless succession as Dempsey 
and Kelly attempt to solve the crime. All the visitors to the light- 
house, including those mentioned: Polly Crane (Margaret Irving), 
a mysterious girl who is shipwrecked on the reef; and Nancy 
(Elspeth Dudgeon), a housekeeper for Vesta and her stepfather, 
meet and become embroiled in a series of blood-chilling adventures. 


Doors open and reveal hidden stairs. 


Octopus tentacles and poison 


gas menace all and all are suspected of being the dread Octopus! 


From then on the action speeds swiftly to a smashing, unex- 


pected, unforgettable finish. 


If you like chills up the spine in your 
movies—relieved every other moment by side- 
splitting bursts of comedy—by all means go 
to see “Sh! The Octopus.” This Warner 
Bros. comedy, which opened yesterday at the 
Strand Theatre, has these 
things, plus innumerable 
altogether eerie and goofy 
antics by its leading play- 
ers, Hugh Herbert and 
Allen Jenkins. 

It is quite likely that 
no more thrilling mys- 
tery-farce has ever been 
screened anywhere. But 
it’s all in fun, as you'll 
Mat 102—15c 

HuckiHaten. °° find out. 

Hugh and Allen play 
the parts of the world’s dumbest detectives, 
who set out to find an “Octopus of Crime” 
that has the city in its grip. The trail leads 
them to a deserted lighthouse three miles 
off-shore. And here a real octopus gets into 
action. 

You can imagine a long tentacle snaking 
its way through a crevice in the lighthouse 
wall and encircling the rotund body of the 
fluttery-fingered Hughie Herbert! And you 
can fancy the ultra-dumb and ultra-scared 
Allen Jenkins going to Hugh’s rescue. 


WHO’S IS IT? 


That’s the subject of 
the dizzy, daffy mys- 
tery-farce, “Sh! The 
Octopus,” now show- 
ing at the Strand. As 
for the “little stran- 
ger” — that’s what 
Allen Jenkins, Hugh 
Herbert and Marcia 
Ralston are trying to 
figure out. 


Mat 201—30c 


There are screams, shots, unearthly and 
unexplained noises, fainting women, the swish 
of waves, thunder and lightning, downpour 
of rain, mysterious shivering of the lighthouse 
itself, a cloud of poison gas—everything pos- 
sible for the movies to 
show! 

Marcia Ralston and 
Margaret Irving carry the 
chief feminine interest. 
They, too, become deeply 
involved in the insane 
proceedings. Others in the 
cast include John Eld- 
redge, Brandon Tynan, 
Eric Stanley and Elspeth 
Dudgeon. 

Hugh Herbert, one of 
those hardy perennials, who can always be 
counted on to carry the burden of the humor 
in any show in which he is cast, outdoes him- 
self in this one. His fluttery, super-dumb 
brand of comedy dominates the picture. 
Marcia Ralston, an exceedingly lovely bru- 
nette, who made her screen debut in “Call It 
a Day” gives a very fine performance and is 
one of those girls who will bear watching as 
an up-and-coming star. 

William MeGann directed the picture 
from a screenplay by George Bricker. 


Mat 104—15c 
Allen Jenkins 


(Current ) 


HUGH IS BEST MAN 
AT THE WEDDING 
OF HIS STAND - IN 


For five years Frankie Van has 
been stand-in for Hugh Herbert, 
the movie comedian, and has de- 
veloped an affection and devotion 
for the Warner Bros. star that 
approaches idol worship. 

Recently Frankie married Lois 
Kennedy, daughter of Larry Ken- 


Hugh Herbert and Hugh 
Cummings, dialogue director, 
baffled members of Warner 
Bros.” “Sh! The Octopus” with 
their mind reading during the 
making of that completely 
daffy mystery film. It is an 
old vaudeville routine but so 
cleverly done it mystified every- 
body and the two Hughs swore 
each other to secrecy on their 
methods. Both Hughs are vet- 
erans of the two-a-day circuit 
and veteran troupers 


nedy, studio head electrician, and 
Hugh Herbert appeared as best 
man—and therein lies a story. 

Frankie wanted Hugh to be his 
best man, wanted him more than 
he could say. For weeks on the 
“Sh! The Octopus” set Frankie 
tried to muster courage to ask 
the favor but failed, fearing Her- 
bert would think him presumptu- 
ous. 

Hugh settled the matter himself 
when he asked Frankie if he 
could be best man! In addition to 
a wedding present of a handsome 
cash sum, he turned over his 
Malibu Beach home to the newly- 
weds for a honeymoon. 

A former boxer, Frankie won 
the A. M. A. flyweight champion- 
ship in 1922. In 1922 and 1923 he 
was one of the leading contenders 
in Ohio for the world’s bantam- 
weight championship. He gave up 
fighting in 1928, but is widely 
known to Southern California 
fight fans through his services as 
a referee. 

“Sh! The Octopus,” with Her- 
bert co-featured along with Allen 
Jenkins and Marcia Ralston, is now 
showing at the Strand Theatre. 


Hugh in Accident 


Trapped 10 feet below the sur- 
face of the Pacific, Hugh Herbert 
escaped serious injury recently in 
one of the most unusual Holly- 
wood accidents on record. 

For a comedy sequence in “Sh! 
The Octopus,” Warner Bros.’ new 
farce-mystery now at the Strand 
Theatre, Herbert had to don a 
diver’s suit and explore the deep 
waters of some seaside caverns. 

Every safety precaution was 
taken and the air pump was func- 
tioning perfectly when a cable 
short circuited and burned 
through the air line. 

In the confusion that followed, 
Herbert became tangled in the 
ropes that were to lift him and 
when he was brought to the sur- 
face and the helmet was removed 
he was near suffocation. He soon 
revived, however, and was able to 
continue with the sequence. 


NOTE 
ADDITIONAL 
PUBLICITY 


ON 
EXPLOITATION 
PAGES 10-11-12 
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ADVE k 


“FROM KILLERS’ CLUTCHES 1! SLIP LIKE SOAP! 
THE OCTOPUS CAN’T CATCH M .-» | HOPE!” 


"The skin I love to 


clutch!... And I 
do mean Hugh!” 


HUGH HERBERT ALLEN JENKINS- MARCIA RALSTON 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN - Screen Play by George Bricker - Adapted From a Play by Ralph Spence 
Play by Ralph Murphy and Donald Gallaher - A First National Picture - Presented by WARNER BROS. 


270 Lines—Mat No. 301—45c 


“QUICK, WATSON, THE NOODLE!” 


LOCO BOY MAKES GOOD! 
An 


d we do mean 
Hugh! Woo-woo! 


p 


HAVE YOU SEEN THIS MAN? 
REWARD...50,.000 LAUGHS! 


eS tT0PY, 


starring 


HUGH HERBERT 


ALLEN JENKINS - MARCIA RALSTON 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN + Screen Play by George Bricker - Adapted 
From a Play by Ralph Spence « Play by Ralph Murphy and Donald Gal!her 
A First National Picture » Presented by WARNER BROS. 


HUGH HERBERT 


Allen Jenkins - Marcia Ralston 
Directed by William McGann 
Screen Play by George Bricker 
Adapted From a Play by Ralph 
: Spence «Play by Ralph Murphy 
and Donald Gallaher - A First F 
E National Picture - Presented 42 Lines—Mat No. 108—1I5c 
by WARNER BROS. 


starring 


HUGH HERBERT 


Allen Jenkins e Marcia Ralston 
Directed by William McGann © Screen Play 
by George Bricker ¢ Adapted From a Play by 
Ralph Spence « Play by Ralph Murphy and 
Donald Gallaher « A First National Picture 
Presented by WARNER BROS. 


54 Lines—Mat No. 112—15c 
60 Lines—Mat No. 106—15c 


Page Six 


Oe i ed ek 


ae 


204 Lines—Mat No. 208—30c 


starring 


vi 


ERT 
= MARCIA cen 


50 Lines—Mat No. 109—1I5c 
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HE’S THE PRIZE DEFECTIVE OF 
THE WHOLE POLICE FARCE! 


starring 


HUGH HERBERT 


ALLEN JENKINS * MARCIA RALSTON 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN « Screen Play by George Bricker - Adapted 
From a Play by Ralph Spence « Play by Ralph Murphy and Donald Gallaher 
A First National Picture « Presented by WARNER BROS. 


46 Lines—Mat No. 107—I5c 


“FROM KILLERS’ CLUTCHES WE SLIP LIKE SOAP! 
THE OCTOPUS CAN'T CATCH US...WE HOPE!’ 


VAN 


"HUGH HERBERT Se 


Allen Jenkins . Marcia Ralston 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN © Screen Play by George Bricker * Adapted From a Play by Ralph Spence 
Play by Ralph Murphy and Donald Gallaher « A First National Picture * Presented by WARNER BROS. 


60 Lines—Mat No. 207—30c 


HUGH HERBERT 


Allen Jenkins - Marcia Ralston 


82 Lines—Mat No. 204—30c 


DID YOU EVER HEAR AN OCTOPUS TALKING? 


Well, these daffy defectives 
did! And when it started 


“Our dizzy detective” 
friend Hugh 


. Is never quite sure 
what to do! 


Why, once when 
he heard a 


Gal yelling “Murder!” 


a He giggled and yelled «\ 
g back “Woo-woo!” & 


to make love... woo-woo! 


Sh! 
glory 


starring 


SS HUGH HERBERT 


Allen Jenkins- Marcia Ralston 
Directed by WILLIAM McGANN « Screen Play 
by George Bricker - Adapted From a Play by 
Ralph Spence + Play by Ralph Murphy and 
Donald Gallaher - A First National Picture 
Presented by WARNER BROS. 


110 Lines—Mat No. 203—30c HUGH HERBERT —aN 


Allen Jenkins - Marcia Ralston IRA oF E 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN « Screen Play by George Bricker - Adapted From a Play by Ralph Spence 
Play by Ralph Murphy and Donald Gallaher + A First National Picture - Presented by WARNER BROS. 


140 Lines—Mat No. 206—30c 


HAVE YOU SEEN 
THIS MAN? 


.-.in the Iconiest, laffiest, 
daffiest role of his career? 


Twinkle, Twinkle, Giggle-Star 
That’s Exactly What Hugh Are! // 


ch OCT, Opus 


if you haven’t...run, do not 
walk to this theatre for your 


REWARD! 
50,000 


laughs, screams and howls 
Mee be waiting for you in 


with 


HUGH HERBERT 


Allen Jenkins + Marcia Ralston 2 - 
Directed by WILLIAM McGANN « Screen Play by George Bricker « Adapted From a Play ‘a Ralph Spence 
Play by Ralph Murphy and Donald Gallaher + A First National Picture » Presented by WARNER BROS. 


56 Lines—Mat No. 209—30c 


HUGH HERBERT 


ALLEN JENKINS * MARCIA RALSTON 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN « Screen Play by George Bricker « Adapted 
From a Play by Ralph Spence + Play by Ralph Murphy and Donald Gallaher 
A First National Picture » Presented by WARNER BROS. 


83 Lines—Mat No. 1 10—1I5c 


MORE ADS ON FOLLOWING PAGE 


Page Eight 


ADVERTISING 


THEY'RE ORPHANS OF THE STORM! 
..» BRAINSTORM! 


ysteries are missed... 
these looney limbs of the 
law will mess them! 


WATCH THIS LOCO BOY MAKE 
GOOD!...AND WE DO MEAN HUGH! 


oe 
starring 


HUGH HERBE 
ALLEN JENKINS - MARCIA RALSTON 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN «Screen Play by George Bricker «Adapted 
From a Play by Ralph Spence + Play by Ralph Murphy and Donald Gallaher 
A First National Picture » Presented by WARNER BROS. 


30 Lines—Mat No. 11 1—15c 


HUGH HERBERT 


Allen Jenkins - Marcia Ralston 
Directed by William McGann _ 
Screen Play by George Bricker 
Adapted From a Play by Ralph 
Spence « Play by Ralph Murphy 


A First National Picture * Presented by WARNER:BROS. 
and Donald Gallaher 


154 Lines—Mat No. 205—30c 


OFFICIAL BILLING VITAPHONE SHORTS 


“ROPING 'EM ALIVE" (Vitaphone Varieties). Roping wild ani- 


mals in the jungle is the subject of this thrilling reel. 
(10 minutes—No. 3903) 


Warner Bros. 


Pictures, Inc. present 


“ARNOLD JOHNSON AND ORCH. (Melody Masters). Num- 


SH! THE OCTOPUS ber of current hits as well as classics are played in swing style 
esta by this popular band. 


with (10 minutes—No. 3704) 


Hugh Herbert “PORKY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE" (Looney Tunes). The stuttering 
Porky Pig provides twice as many laughs in this cartoon con- 


Allen Jenkins ° Marcia Ralston coction. 
(7 minutes—No. 3603) 


Directed by William McGann 
“DANGER HIGH VOLTAGE" (Your True Adventures). Floyd 
Screen Play by George Bricker Gibbons presents another exciting real-life drama. Story is 


Adapted from that of brave telephone linesman. 


(11 minutes—No. 3303) 


Play by Ralph Spence 


Play: by ‘Ralph: Mutphy cand. Dendld /@ellaher "THE WOODS ARE FULL OF CUCKOOS" (Merrie Melody). 


A parade of famous personalities burlesqued by clever car- 


A First National Picture toon characters. Done entirely in technicolor. 
(7 minutes—No, 3404) 
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ovie Starle ins Beau rize "EXPLOITATION 
Oer More Than Half Million Girls Play Up “= 


(Local story for Pennsylvania New York papers) Y 
Winning a beauty contest is a Music Box Revue on roadway. reading she likes poetry and mys- _ 
good enough trick for any gir Entering vaudeville she tour es. er screen career \ 
but Margaret Irving, the movi the Orpheum circuit tim sts re than anythin _ S$ T A R S$ \ 
actress, bears the distinction of from coast to coast an turn else right now, an ost of her = WN \ 
winning a prize in one in competi to Broadway to starin“Mercenary spare time is devoted to fitting ~ . 
tion with 500,000 e tries! She wa: Mary.” S e played two years on ae for igger and better miles. \ \ Have ushers pass out envelopes _ 
14 vears old at the time, a studen Broad in “The Desert Song ike most intelligent young ac pike C » “N 
at a Quaker school in Philadelphia and after 199 weeks on the road tresses, she realizes that, having containing nuts. Uopy: uts 
and unaware that she was entere with t how again returned t ood start in films, the rest to you: Hugh Herbert and Al- \N 
in the contest. a n to : Seg e t E - So she af es lessons len Jenkins, the prize defec- i 
orn at Paducah, Kentucky, sh Tarx in “Anima kers. i i e i \ : 
lived for a while at Richmond, Vir- ‘When this show was filmed s i _ tives of the whol police farce! . 
ginia, where she attended Mount made screen debut . Th ~~ They couldn’t eatch a cold if 
Addison Academy. Later, while € ay red on Broadway ~~ they stood in a raft.”?> See ~ 
resident of Philadelphia and nce a Lifeti “Ju “bay k at the Strand.” ~ 
student at the Quaker school, she M d “As Thousands Cheer, \ we ot . ‘ \ 
was photographed in the costum again to Holl od fo N \< 
of Lady Gainsborough at a chil a Million.” \ = \N \ 
lren’s masquerade party. ly she is appearing i ae ee ES ey ae pe ey \ 
1919 numerous internationa Bros.” new mystery _ 
papers conducted a world “Sh! The Octopus,’ : 
beauty contest and the pho H Herbert d Alle Let Ever ‘yone See \ 
tographer, without Margaret’ his farce co to th 
ledge, entered her pictur tre next week. Th ’ 
ed out, with other winners, which is of hi i U G a D Oo 4 A N D ‘ ie S$ 7 
among tons of photographs, ions, with Herber 3 
ished in seventh place in the contributing eve - 
contest. heir usual quota o : ‘ . ° : 
B. Dillingham, New York directed by William Available are set of six stills with @ . 
icer, saw her picture in a o recently made the Hugh Herbert demonstrating ‘“han- - 
New York paper and offered her ss, “Marry the Girl.” \ 
The offer was rejected, but atured player of he dies.”> Can be used as newspaper - 
if his insistence Margaret and s a pilot’s license, sh a \ 
mother appeared in'New York. undred fly hour series; program feature or lobby con- \ 
H s amazed to see a timid lit- and has icipate ~ 66 ° 2 
oolgirl in pigtails and tam- air ne : Sh test for PeroRs 20 Aue ee ee 
er but si for his in the Free-for-Al Order “Hugh Herbert Handies” from 
chorus. Race at Roos and 
e wee g lady open race Floy Campaign Plan Editor. Price—50c. 
an as can- d. Once she te 
for : knew her ht from New Y 
Mar nly gir A in an ope i 
espo reer was as grounde 
tely ] ubsequent motor tr 
she Ziegfel i 


years she appeared in the Zieg ive feet seven inches tall, she 
Follies, pla ying opposite Fred weighs 125 pounds and has grey 
first, then opposite Eddie eves and auburn hair. She is an 


Spot These Ads In 


- 
CLASSIFIED SECTION : 
HOW, s aS AAPL in v easy cee bn N 
eT eee: ae 
catch a cold if they stood in a draft. Hugh Herbert a 


and Allen Jenkins head list of tutors. 


Compare Hugh With 


FAMOUS SLEUTHS 


Exhibit series of pictures of fiction’s 
most famous detectives such as Perry 
Mason, Philo Vance, Nero Wolfe and 
Sherlock Holmes. Copy under each: 
*“‘He’s not exactly — (name of famed 


@ 
. 
SH! REWARD for information leading to the cap- 
ture of “The Octopus.” Address all information to 


the prize defectives of the police farcee—Hugh Her- 


| bert and Allen Jenkins, care of STRAND Theatre. 7 
Gi soci ot 


sleuth) but you'll agree that he is the 


prize defective of the police farce.” 


Use Teasers To 


STIR INTEREST 


KIDDIES’ CONTEST e 


Drawing of Hugh Herbert 


Spot a number of small cut-outs of an 


e e 4 9 
octopus in various places in and around is for kiddies’ contest to 


theatre. Use teaser copy: “Did You complete sketch with funny 


Ever Hear an Octopus Talking? Did 
You Ever See an Octopus Make Love? 
—Two of the World’s Dizziest Defec- 
tives Did! Sh! The Octopus!” 


expression. The funniest 


wins your prize offer. 
Order mat OCT 105—15c 
from Campaign Plan Ed. 
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6" X 9” 
HERALD 


ENTIRE REVERSE 
SIDE BLANK 
FOR IMPRINT 


PRICES: 
$1.75 per M 
They're oF- 
phans of the 5M AND OVER 
storm. -- 4 
brainstorm! = Screen Play by ) 


Adapted from 
ce 
: by Ralph Spen 
B39 Play Murphy & Donald Gallaher 
Loco , & Ralph Mu tional Picture re] 0 
Makes Good , A First Na : per 


__.And we do 
mean Hugh! LESS THAN 5M 


» Play by 


| 11" x 14" COLOR-GLOS 
AUTOGRAPHED STAR PORTRAITS 


PRICES: 
VMO eis ce ios oe ee ee ee ae ee 
FOS 2A ees iar ee ee ae a ee 
ZD-ONG OVER i a a ee en: 


OTHER WARNER STARS AVAILABLE IN 11" x 14" COLOR-GLOS STAR PORTRAITS ARE: 


EDWARD G. ROBINSON KAY FRANCIS PAT O'BRIEN BILLY & BOBBY MAUCH 
BETTE DAVIS ERROL FLYNN OLIVIA deHAVILAND DICK FORAN 
LESLIE HOWARD BEVERLY ROBERTS GEORGE BRENT IAN HUNTER 
PAUL MUNI HUMPHREY BOGART MARGARET LINDSAY MARION DAVIES 
DICK POWELL BORIS KARLOFF FRANK McHUGH BARTON MacLANE 
FERNAND GRAVET CLAUDE RAINS GLENDA FARRELL WAYNE MORRIS 

HUGH HERBERT JOAN BLONDELL JUNE TRAVIS ANITA LOUISE KENNY BAKER 


E IMPRINT 


LOBBY DISPLAYS 


Take advantage of our wide range of display acces- 
sories. 


pope , Drop us a postcard today. Let us tell you how your 
theatre can have these displays at a reasonable 
weekly rental fee. 


24" x 60" 


(also available in size 24" x 82") Write to: 


AMERICAN DISPLAY COMPANY, Inc., 525 West 43rd Street, New York City 
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RENT THESE ACCESSORIES 


MODERN ART DISPLAY FRAMES 


40x60 FRAME The 40x60 frame illustrated 2/x41 FRAME 


at the left is made of 3” dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is 3 ply 14” veneer. The 
easel is made of 2" pine wood. 


The 27x41 frame illustrated 
at the right is made of 2” dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is a sturdy stretcher 
which fits snugly into the 
main frame. The easel is made 


$1 ()00 each of 2” pine wood. $500 each 
See samples at your Vitagraph Exchange. Order directly from your Vitagraph Ad Salesman. 


ONE-SHEET 
RENTAL ..............8¢ ea. 


SPECIAL 
QUANTITY 
PRICES 


(For Posting or Sniping) 


ONE-SHEETS 


SOSt02 99s oo eit 32c¢ ea 
100 and over........... 28c ea 
SIX-SHEETS 
25510: 40 ee ne aes 80c ea 
5040999. sts 70c ea 
100 and over........... 60c ea 
THREE-SHEET SIX-SHEET 
RENTAL..............24¢ ea. RENTAL 266 68 Sic Se va ics Soo COR eG ea: 


ee 


COLORED 
11 


COLORED 
22. 


x x 
28's 14's 


RENTAL: SET OF 8 
20c Rental: 
EACH 35c 


INSERT CARD 
RENTAL ......12¢ ea. 


PRINTED IN U.S. A. 


Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


